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THE COMPANY CAR OR THE CA

By Willlam Lowther
and Simon Fluendy

OIL giant BP did not tell
almrd»lda*sabmnaf)otmual
mulu-billioa pound le

bxlny when 1t m with

Amoco last A
It loft them in dark about an
outbreak of rare brain tumours at
Aruoco s Napervﬂle chemical
Abom s,ooo ople who worked

at the site in the Scventies and
Eighties have been wcréened and
about 20 cases of cancer {denti-
fied, including seven of an
exwremely rare form of brain can-

cer a.

The incidence is eight times
higher than in the
tion, and 10 legal actions have
already been filed.
BP says it did not disclose details
in the merger documents nner
d u-.! the 1 dd

valu:oltbe ; billion deal e

But Grant Dixon, an Iliinois
Iawyer representing the 10 le
clnlmin( damages from BP
Amoco, said that is a direct

! ;Slr John Browne may face & h‘-l battie after

US legal actions ‘may
cost oil giant billions’

parsilei to lung cancer and
stosis cases that have crea!
massive liabilities for US firms.
Dixon added: ‘It would be con-
servative tu say that BP Amoco is
at
lookingh
ages. It could n Inhublllbm Thh

isave 15

By the time of last year's
approach from BP, Amoco had
invested millions of pounds in
mvmbqnung the akuuunn l( the

perville research cen

lt soaled off a hbontory $denti-
fied as a commeon factor in a num-
ber of cases and built models of
the site to look at airflows. It also
drilled boreholes to test the
ground and even used dummies
with nose and mouth gensors to
test vapour.
A report is due this month after
a two-year invesugltlun by
researchers from John Hopkins
University in Baltimore, Mary-
land, and the University of

Alabama at Birmingham. The

Naperville centre has earned

Amoco bUhunl of dollarl wtlh

dev

raw mnerlal lor m-ﬂn1 poly‘

ester, oil addmvos and plastcs
weed in car Ui

Jim Lowr{ held of the BP
Amoco taskforce lnve:'sfaﬂng
the brain
a very unu-u.nl pattcm of brain
cancer here.

BP lmod lhu( it wad told of the
situation at Naperville during
meorgor talks. But a spokesman
sald that investigations had not
found an explanation for the
deaths and ilinesses. ‘We are
awaiting the outcome of the
Alal and John Hopkins' stud-
ies,’ he said.

The spokesman added that if the
company was found Lable for the
11 1t would comp vic-
tims or their families.

‘Our lawyers took the view it
was not likely to be significant in

"a Napervilia m centre

Cancer timebomb
threat in BP deal

terms of the merger — it is a judg-
ment call.
‘Amoco did not make any se|
rate financial proviston for suc!
pvulblhly nor has the merg:d

It ﬁ'qun- comimon to have lots
of lecnl cases and not meation all

Lut weck, the 10 cases alrcady
filed BP Amaoco yrere com-
bined to be heard.by a single
Jjudge — a vital step on the way to

preparing a class actlon such ma
Khow filed agninst tobacco com-
pmhnorlnlheeuoufubeamh

BP is also threatened byg
ible '°¥" action from auage

Amoco refinery pol t:lon
in the towns of Independence and
Sugar Creek, Missourd

A study issued lnst month by the

Missouri Department of Health ~

found 13 cases of brain cancer in
areas allegedly affected by the
refinery — more than double the
number expected. Aunln class

action suits aro
But BP’s merger document
reveals only that BP faces cases
from the Exxon Valder. oil disas-
ter and that Amoco is in a legal
battle with US tax autborities. It
Tian to Page 56
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BP’s legal
timebomb

adds: INot 80 [ar as the

directors are aware, are

any proceedings n

or threatened w

have a significant cﬂ’cct

on BP's financial position.'
City lawyer Tim Stocks

of Taylor Joynson Garrett

said that the omission laid

BP directors, including

out the




