Long study fails
to find exact cause

By Manrk RTIC
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Maybe it was come chemical. Mayhe
radiation. Maybe no one will ever knonw,

After studying an outhreak of fa1a)
brain tumors at its largest .S, re-
search  complex jn Naperville, Bp
Amaoco said Thursday it has found a
Statistical link between the disease and
something on the third-floor laborat.
ry of Building 500,

But it has Yet to find the cause. “1
don’t know if we'|] ever know,” said Jim
Lowry of the BP Amoco task f()r(‘e._ )

Researchore from (wy universities
hired by Amoco could only conclude
that work done in the building may
have led to six cases of glioma, o deadly
cancer that affects nerves in the brajn.
The glioma rate in Building 500 i«
eight times the national average.

:\cknnwledging a possible link mayy
not seem like much of an admisgjon,

ut in scientific circles it js g major
step. The researchers said thev had
tound  statistical evidence that

t's [rus!mling to spend three vears
studving *omething and noy have any
definitive answers to give,” Lowry said.

Victims' relatives are also frus(rated.

“What theyre concluding ahout the
Cases is probably less strong than what
MY experts concluded 4 vear ago,” said
attornev Marjog Karavannis. whose fa.
ther, Nick, was aAmong the researchers
who died of 5 tumor.

Use of low fevels of ionizing radia.
tion and n~Hexnne, 2 common labora.
tory solvent, were the only things the
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Ten lawsuits have been fileg against Amoco involving 20 former and current
employees who worked at the research facility 1n Napervilte,

aftlicted resenrchere had in common,
investigators said. But neither should
have resylied in gliomas,

Researchers from Johns Haopking Uni.
versity and the Uni\'(‘rsit_\' ol Alabama at
Birmingham met with about 125 Amaco
emplovees Thursday to outline resylts
of their three.vear study.

The university seientists gly, found
that a seventh person thought 1o have
a plioma actually had a form of akin
cancer. Thetr research gleo ruled out
any link between cancers and tumaors
other Amocq emplovees developed and
work dune gt the research facility.
That news angered  some  why, say
Amaocao has abandoned 1hem

You expect that there's a hond of
Lrust built up,” <aid Irw i Ginshurg, an
Amoco emplovee for mare than 20 vears
wha warked in human resources. In the

19805, he develaped thyroid cane e1

Ginsburg, whe now lives nyoq, Chat
tanooga, Tenn said he has not pe
ceived respanses o his request tor
information ahoyt the cancers fonng a
the center, he spiq.

Ten lawsuits have heen filed againe
Amocy in\‘n]\inp 20 former and current
employees. Maore are Tikely <aid Gins
burg’s Aterney, G Grant Divop 1t

“What vou're seeing ig g calculated
defense Strater™ he said of the wtnudy
released Thursday., “They've pone
and hired a defense expert.”

Company officials have worked wir)y
current and former emplovees, prog g
Ing cancer sereenings and other help
The company s willing to (alk about
muonetary help with those with pliomas
spokeswoman Vickj Kastory syig
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Victims’ Co-workers filled
with questions, ‘what ifs’

By Mok RINBIT
SR gy

Forsic veare, chemie David Sinep, Worhed an e v
tlave o) “uihling SO0 at whyy then wa. valled the Ape
Rescareh Center in Naperville,

NN others who worked g ghy
have contracred rare forms of Ay,
caneer So Sinclair and 1255 other Anoca
workers listoned Thurcday
marning during 2 hriefing I sCientisga
who have spent three vears searching
fora passilile ink between he reseasch
center and the cancer cases

“T wanted (o hear what they <aid
Ninel 0 Amaco seientisg for 2y
vears. said a few hoyrg after the bricting
A the BI' Amoeq Naperville Compitey
“his s a sound scientific study. | dun’y
think anvthing has heen withheld

Nearly &0 people work in (he huilding
hut mast of those whe attend briefing< on
the cancer cases are longtime emplovees
They knew 1he men who developed lin.
mas. malignant
nerves of the brgin, Ihey wander i the
handled the same chemicals as (i Vie
s And. researchers at heart. thev yre
Inaking foy answerg

When Word of 1he first plioma oy
faved in 1989, Michelle Aorje Rebel wad -
dmang those why, thought they migehy st
e soeing a tragic statictjea) anomaly

Up until the fourth one I think
evervhady thought it was coincidence Meie Bty
pent 11 vears jn Buillding a007¢ third oy =p think thege .
It ot ntformation sharing With me

Hnihjina S00° third flonr o heing remedeled fnta o
and Sinelair said he wauldn' hesitate 10 e bk thee
s adifferent building taday " he said
ditterent. The ro. corchipoing on oy T o on ey
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