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In closely watched
o litigation, plaintiffs
Qire in two camps.

By DarRryL Van Ducy

AMERICAN LAWYER MEDIA NEWS SERVICE

CHICAGO—BP Amoco has tenta-
tvely settled five suits brought

i by the families of ex- employees

it oatits Naperville, 1L, facility who
£ ¢ died of brain cancer.

5 The family of a sixth has yet
to settle, although negotiations
are ongoing, a company spokes-
woman said. She described the

i settdements as “fair” and admit-

- ted no company wrongdoing.

The settlements come after

Szde&m‘ A rainmaker lawver bolts Silicon Valley
firm for another Internet enterprise. A6

The 2d Circuit upl holds time e limits
on habeas petmons under the AEDPA. A AT

% m%' 1" R€

the most recent study funded by
Amoco conceded that the
cancers were hke}y caused by
“some exposure to toxic sub-
stances in the workplace.

The case is being watched
nationally because of the un-
common lengths and expense
Amoco appears to have gone to
find out why so many of its
Naperville employees had be-
come seriously ill since the sub-
urban facility opened in 1970.

It is unclear how the accord
might affect pending suits
brought by as many as 16 other
current or former Naperville
employees, some of whom suf-
fered nonmalignant brain tu-
mors.

The company

notes that

: Am co settles SUltS IN WOTSt CaANcCeCr cascs

those contracting the malignant
cancers all worked for years on
the same floor of & single build-
ing, called 503, in which some
potentially toxic chemical tests
were conducied over time—but
the other cancer victims did not.

Chicago’s Corboy & Demetrio
P.C. said in a stalement, “These
five cases represent only some
of the people suifering brain tu-
mors and ather forms of cancer.
Amoco shouldn’t be allowed to
pick and choose among the
plaintiffs—they should do what
is right for all the victims.”

One of its clients said that he
was “ouiraged” by the latest de-
velopment and that it appears
there is “absolutely no change”
in the way Amoco intends to

i

deal with those still living. Can-
cer patient [rwin Samuel Cins-
burg, 61, a retired human re-
source supervisor, was the first
to sue. Ginsburg v Amoco Oil
Co.,No. 98 1,12383.

Plaintilfs’ lawyers are in two
camps, acivotduno different fit-
gation strategies.

Joan Burger, of
Meltes Mulder Burger & Malii-
ca, represents several clients
with malignant brain cancers.
She has urged a low-key, wail-g
and-see approach to discovery.

G. Grant Dixon, a Corboy & |
Demetrio partner, is the leading
lawyer for those with the benign
or noneranial forms of cancer.
He has urged a more aggressive
approach. [
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